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SUBJECT: FRG DURUM IMPORTS 

BEGIN SUMMARY: ACCORDING TO ONE OF GERMANY’S LARGEST 
DURUM BUYERS, FRG IMPORTS OF DURUM IN 1974/75 WILL PROB- 
ABLY DROP BY ABOUT 25 PERCENT DUE TO HIGH WORLD PRICES. 
IMPORTS FROM THE U.S. AND FRANCE ARE EXPECTED TO INCREASE 
BUT NOT SUFFICIENTLY TO MAKE UP FOR THE 
DECLINE IN IMPORTS FROM CANADA. END SUMMARY. 

1. DURUM BUYER FOR ONE OF GERMANY'S LARGEST MILLS IN- 
DICATED THAT DURUM IMPORTS INTO THE FRG COULD DECLINE BY 
MORE THAN 25 PERCENT DUE TO THE HIGH PRICES OF BOTH U.S. 
AND CANADIAN DURUM. THIS WOULD MEAN 190-200,000 TONS, 

A DROP OF ABOUT 60,000 TONS FROM THE 254,000 TONS IM- 
PORTED IN 1973/74. THE ORIGINS EXPECTED TO PROVIDE THE 
REDUCED QUANTITIES ARE: 

(A) FRANCE - ABOUT 40,000 TONS, UP FROM 25,000 TONS LAST 
YEAR DUE TO A BETTER QUALITY CROP. 

(B) CANADA - ABOUT 100,000 TONS, DOWN MARKEDLY FROM 
178,000 TONS A YEAR AGO, DUE TO A CROP THAT IS MUCH 
LOWER IN QUALITY. 
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(C) U.S. - ABOUT 60,000 TONS. COMPARED TO 48,000 TONS IN 
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1973/74. 

2. TOTAL SEMOLINA PRODUCTION IS NOT EXPECTED TO BE RE- 
DUCED BECAUSE THE BUYER ESTIMATES THAT THE PROPORTION OF 
DURUM TO OTHER WHEATS COULD FALL TO 70 PERCENT COMPARED 
TO ABOUT 95 PERCENT LAST YEAR. 

3. MOST MILLS ARE CONSIDERED COVERED THROUGH TO ABOUT 
APRIL AND DEMAND AFTER THAT IS ESTIMATED AT ONLY 
10-12,000 TONS PER MONTH THROUGH NEXT OCTOBER WHEN NEW 
CROP SUPPLIES SHOULD BE AVAILABLE. 

4. HE DOES NOT ANTICIPATE ANY PARTICULAR PROBLEMS WITH 
SUPPLIES FROM CANADA OF HIGH QUALITY DURUM - 2'S, 3'S 
AND EXTRA 4'S - BECAUSE THE CANADIAN WHEAT BOARD HAS 
INDICATED A WILLINGNESS TO HELP SUPPLY TRADITIONAL CUS- 
TOMERS SUCH AS GERMANY. 

5. FRG DURUM IMPORTS, AUGUST THROUGH NOVEMBER. DROPPED 
TO 60,000 TONS, SHARPLY DOWN FROM LAST YEAR'S 155,000 
TONS AND BEYOND THE POINT OF RECOVERY TO LAST YEAR’S 
LEVEL PARTICULARLY IN THE FACE OF CURRENT AND FORESEEABLE 
WORLD PRICES. GERMANY HAS USUALLY IMPORTED ABOUT HALF 
OR MORE OF THEIR MARKETING YEAR NEEDS IN THE FIRST FOUR 
MONTHS - 1973/74: 64 PERCENT; EACH OF THE PREVIOUS 

THREE YEARS: 47-51 PERCENT. 
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